
ABINGTON AREA JOINT RECREATION BOARD
A
A meeting of the Abington Area Joint Recreation Board was held on Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011 at 7 PM at the Clarks
Summit Borough Building, 304 S. State St., Clarks Summit, PA, 18411. 

PRESENT:


Frank Santoriello



Abington Heights School Board

Eduardo Antonetti



Abington Heights School District


Bill Risse




Clarks Green Borough


Todd Zimmerman



Clarks Green Borough

Al Urban




Clarks Summit Borough


Bill Wicks




Glenburn Township


Michele Tierney (left early)


Glenburn Township


Carolyn Crowley



South Abington Township
ABSENT:


Diane Vietz




Clarks Green Borough


Barb Evans




Clarks Summit Borough


Mike Hargrove



Clarks Summit Borough


Chris Woodley



Glenburn Township


Jim Davis




South Abington Township


Joe Serra




South Abington Township

Bill Risse called the meeting to order and introduced new board appointments Eduardo Antonetti representing AHSD, Frank Santoriello representing AH School Board, and explained that Diane Vietz would be representing Clarks Green in place of Bob Kester.  Michele Tierney agreed to represent Glenburn Twp.
SUBJECT: Reorganization

Motion: Nominate Bill Risse for Chairman.  Moved By:  Al Urban.  Seconded By: Bill Wicks.  Vote:  Unanimous

Motion:  Nominate Al Urban for Vice Chairman.  Moved By:  Bill Risse.  Seconded By:  Todd Zimmerman.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Motion:  Nominate Carolyn Crowley for Treasurer.  Moved By: Al Urban.  Seconded By: Todd Zimmerman.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Motion:  Nominate Paul Bonczek for Corresponding Secretary.  Moved By:  Bill Risse.  Seconded By: Frank Santoriello.  Vote:  Unanimous
SUBJECT:  AAGSL
DISCUSSION:  Joe D’Amato submitted a letter requesting field usage including exclusive usage March through June coordinated with AHMS, sporadic usage July and August for All-Star practice and 8U Division Tournament in coordination with Summer Camp, and Fall Ball in coordination with Soccer.

Joe stated that AAGSL plans to redo the dugouts for Field B and place protective covering on the outside fences.  Joe agreed to provide an insurance certificate.

Motion:  Approve.  Moved By:  Al Urban.  Seconded By: Todd Zimmerman.  Vote:  Unanimous.  

Joe D’Amato requested permission to replace the breakers at the softball fields.  Todd asked Joe to provide proof of insurance from the electrician before work commences.

SUBJECT:  Minutes from Dec.16, 2010 meeting.

Motion:  Approve.  Moved By:  Todd Zimmerman.  Seconded By:  Carolyn Crowley.  Vote:  Unanimous.

SUBJECT:  Treasurer’s Report

DISCUSSION:  Carolyn Crowley said she is prepping for the audit and the 501c3 paperwork would be completed by the auditor.  

Motion:  Approve.  Moved By:  Al Urban.  Seconded By: Todd Zimmerman. Vote: Unanimous.

SUBJECT:  Solicitor’s Report

DISCUSSION:  Tim Burke said the information has been given to Waverly Township in regards to being taken off the deed

SUBJECT:  Chair Report

DISCUSSION:  Bill Risse said the Liability insurance policy came in the mail and will be paid.  

SUBJECT:  Community Classroom
DISCUSSION:  Dori Waters passed out brochures for the Spring ’11 semester.  She said a website was created by Paula Baillie.  Bill Risse agreed to help link that site to AAJRB.  Carolyn Crowley told Dori to contact Christine Tsaklas re: 1099 for community classroom employees.  
SUBJECT:  Fishing Derby

DISCUSSION:  Linda Young said permission was granted to hold the derby on Saturday, 6-11.  Clyde Rosencrance will take care of the Family Fun part of the event and Linda is running the fishing derby.  Discussion ensued regarding finding a non-profit organization willing to prepare a chicken barbecue for that day.  Bill Risse stated that State Representative Ed Stabek was essential in obtaining permission from the Fish and Boat Commission to hold the derby on that Saturday.  

SUBJECT: Community Garden

DISCUSSION:  Carolyn Crowley said there are 20 plots remaining for this season and they are taking applications.  Carolyn agreed to get Donna Zagrapen’s contact information.

SUBJECT:  Earth Camp

DISCUSSION:  Bill Risse said that a fund-raiser is planned for April 8.  Group tickets can be purchased for the Wilkes Barre/Scranton Penguins for around $20.  Bill invited Soccer and AAGSL to participate.  Carolyn Crowley said that AEIO and You granted $9,000 to the camp this year.  
SUBJECT:  Scouting

DISCUSSION:  Al Urban agreed to chair this position.

SUBJECT:  Fund-raising and Grants

DISCUSSION:  Michele Breslin said she spoke with Drew Sonntag from URDC (Urban Research and Development Corp) and he said a letter was received from PHMC stating that an archeological survey must be done before changes are made at the park.  Drew called PHMC and assured them that with the field lighting and rehab project, the area has already had substantial earth moving in the past.  The URDC preparation for bid specs and documents for lighting and field rehab have been done.  Michele asked at the next Clarks Green meeting on 2-14 that the bid specs be approved.  She said the project may not be put out to bid until an answer is heard from PHMC but it’s best to have this approved by Clarks Green so they can proceed with PHMC approval.  Michele said the DCED grant must be completed by June 30, 2011.  Discussion ensued.  It was agreed that Bill Risse would contact URDC regarding fees.  

Motion: Authorize Bill Risse to negotiate a contract with URDC regarding completion of handicapped path and parking.
Moved By:  Bill Wicks.  Seconded By:  Frank Santoriello.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Jim Kane advised asking URDC for recommendation of a person to do an archeological survey and to ask if the fee can be incorporated with the bid documents.  Jim pointed out that with RACP and with Michele’s grants, professional fees are not reimbursed.  Michele Breslin said that on Tuesday, 1/25 at 10 AM there will be a workshop for Community Development Grants. Bill Risse said that a handicapped individual has requested handicapped accessible pathways and parking at the dog park.  He was told that if that individual wrote a letter of request that would help AAJRB obtain a grant.  Michele Breslin added that a sign would be necessary at the pavilion and when she finds out will tell the board what it must say.  

SUBJECT:  RACP Grant

DISCUSSION:  Jim Kane said that even though the RACP grant was approved by the former governor, it also needs to be approved by the current governor and the board will need to wait to hear.  Bill Risse pointed out that all of the RACP grant recipients are in the same situation.  Jim Kane said that Denise Burne is willing to donate $350,000 towards a community center and the Civic League is willing to add $100,000 also.  Jim added that Denise wants to use her contractor.  Linda Young said that the Civic League’s motion was to use $100,000 towards outfitting a dance studio and any leftover funds will go towards construction.  Jim Kane said that Denise Burne has two stipulations for the building.  She would like the building named for her brother and she would like an event to take place this Halloween at the building.  Jim pointed out that an agreement will need to be in place between the board and Denise and her attorney and the PHMC archeological study performed before construction takes place.  
Motion: Intent to move forward with Denise Burne’s donation and to be cooperative with Denise on the construction of a community center.

Moved By:  Bill Wicks.  Seconded By:  Todd Zimmerman.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Bill Risse said he participated in a conference call with a consultant for the RACP grant along with Marie King and Jim Kane.  It is a RACP requirement that all four municipalities pass resolutions authorizing AAJRB to move forward with the grant.  

Motion:  Adjourn.  Moved By:  Frank Santoriello.  Seconded By:  Todd Zimmerman.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Next Meeting:  Feb. 17 at 7 PM at the Clarks Summit Borough Building

Respectfully Submitted, Barbara Williamson, Recording Secretary.

